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REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF PUBLIC LIBRARY 


To the Citizens of Stoneham: 

Our Public Library in wartime has a unique opportunity to 
be of service to the community. It is able to provide quick and 
easy access to much information, the need for which has been 
suddenly thrust upon us. Atlases are being studied as never be- 
fore. A global war has brought to our attention many places in 
distant lands and seas which have until now been unfamiliar 
locations on a map. This has brought many requests for books 
concerning the places where the war rages and where many of our 
own boys are now in active service. 

Someone has said that technical books as well as guns are 
weapons of war. Many such books are now being furnished to 
ambitious workers, assisting them to do better work and to fit 
them for greater responsibilities in vital war industries. 

We are meeting the constant demand for the latest reports 
from news commentators, returned travellers, and others whose 
knowledge of world affairs enables them to discuss intelligently 
the reasons for the war, its conduct and what our goal should be 
now and in the future. Magazines carrying accounts of actual 
experiences are in great demand. Perhaps the so-called escape 
literature is not read as widely as formerly but good contempo- 
rary war novels are popular. 

A well-balanced library requires certain additions to its equip- 
ment and cultural departments every year. Indexes and other 
material must be provided for the use of the librarian in her refer- 
ence work. We have recently acquired a set of the Americana En- 
cyclopedia and a Britannica Atlas. A beautiful volume on Hight- 
eenth Century American Art has been obtained at the request of 
an earnest group of art students in one of our town clubs. 

In a town like Stoneham it seems logical to expect that its 
library should expand and increase its efficiency from year to 
year. This happens in other town departments. 

Realizing that local, state and federal taxes are and will con- 
tinue to be a drain on the resources of our taxpayers the Trustees 
have endeavored to manage the finances of the Library with the 
utmost economy. After we have reduced our budget to what 
seemed the limit, we have been forced to operate on a reduced 
appropriation as recommended by the Finance Committee. This 
may go on for a limited time but the efficiency of the Library: 
will be greatly impaired if the necessary funds for its mainte- 
nance and growth are not provided. We are asking an increased 
appropriation, hoping that the good work that is being done will 
be recognized and encouraged by a favorable response. 

The routine work occupies all of the time of the Library staff. 
Assistance is needed in mending books and attending to extra 
duties. 

The excellent work done in our Children’s Room has drawn 
favorable comment from parents, teachers and many visitors. 
Very young children love this room and our boys and girls are 
learning to use books intelligently and to enjoy reading. The 
resourcefulness of the Children’s Librarian, Mrs. Bertha Houston, 
never flags. There is always much to attract and interest all who 
visit this delightful room. 

A special prize, a beautiful copy of Aesop’s Fables, has been 
- awarded for outstanding work in our Children’s Room during Book 
Week by the Junior Literary Guild. Three places in New Eng- 
land, Newton, Arlington and Stoneham have been honored with 
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special mention in the Junior Literary Guild Magazine for excel- 
lent work in their children’s departments during the year. 

We have co-operated in every possible way with all activities 
connected with war and defense work. Hundreds of books and 
magazines have been collected and sent away for the use of our 
armed forces. The privileges of the Library have been extended 
to soldiers temporarily quartered in town. Library Hall has been 
designated as an Air Raid Shelter. A group of Red Cross work- 
ers on surgical dressings is planning to use the room in the near 
future. 

The Library is protected from air raid attacks as far as pos- 
sible. Blackout curtains have been placed wherever they are 
necessary. The skylight and rotunda roof lights are now covered 
to prevent any sky glow. 

The active interest of the Garden Club and of the Art Depart- 
ment of the Stoneham Woman’s Club is gratefully acknowledged. 
The Kiwanis Club has presented a beautiful U. S. Flag which 
from day to day reminds us of our duty to our Country. 

The retirement of Mr. H. H. Richardson who had served the 
Town as a Trustee of the Public Library for twenty years has 
been a cause of much regret among his associates on the Board. 
During a long period his service has been efficient and valued. 
Mr. Frederick P. Hanford was elected in March to fill the vacancy. 

The Library Staff is made up of a group of competent work- 
ers who co-operate pleasantly with each other and with the Trus- 
tees who are grateful for and highly appreciative of their loyal 
and devoted service. 

We call your attention to the report of the Librarian, Miss 
Martha A. Jackson, in which statistics and details of the Library 
work are given. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES H. CHASE, Chairman. 
RUTH H. MERRIFIELD. 
GEORGE A. PACKARD. 
GEORGE A. HINCHCLIFFE. 
FREDERICK P. HANFORD. 
ALICE V. PEYTON, Secretary. 


To the Trustees of the Stoneham Public Library: 

I present the eighty-fourth annual report of the Stoneham 
Public Library for the year ending December 31, 1942. 

The Library has endeavored to meet the requirements made 
upon it caused by the unusual conditions of the world today. Peo- 
ple are seeking information on our own country and other lands. 
An increasing number of new technical books is in demand as well 
as books for supplying the need for courses in art, literature and 
various occupations. 

During the summer a number of books was loaned with vaca- 
tion privileges and through the year frequent small loans were 
made to the Home for Aged People. 

Inter-Library Loan 


The Library has had the assistance of loans of books from 
neighboring public libraries, Massachusetts Institute of Technol- 
ogy and State Division of Public Libraries. 

Victory Books 

Through the co-operation of the people of Stoneham we were 
able to collect eight hundred seventy-one books for the soldiers. 
A large part of them were taken to a deposit station by the Stone- 
ham Motor Corps and others were sent express by the Library 
to a camp. 
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Gifts 


The Library appreciates the gifts of magazines and books 
received from individuals and associations during the year. 

The Stoneham Garden Club has displayed specimen flowers 
throughout the year and in the autumn bright berries and a va- 
riety of seed pods and has contributed two terrariums and a 
Christmas table decoration. 

Friends of the Library have given beautiful bouquets of flow- 
ers which were much enjoyed by the public and Library Staff. 


Exhibitions 


The Library appreciates the loan of interesting exhibits. 
Among those shown in the Adult Reading Room were articles 
from China, Scandinavia, Denmark and Holland by various Stone- 
ham residents; pottery from India and Spain by Misses Mabel and 
Amy Edson; model of early printing press, previously exhibited 
at the New York World’s Fair and made by Guy Jones of Arling- 
ton; fans of foreign countries and early America by Mrs. Frances 
Nickerson and Miss Amy Edson; sheep products including blanket 
and pictures by Miss Barbara Shepherd; photographs, coins and 
stamps of New Caledonia by Mrs. Joseph Flaherty. 

We had a very interesting exhibition during “Art Week” from 
the Stoneham Woman’s Club consisting of oil, water color and 
tinsel pictures, painted china and trays. It attracted considerable 
interest and favorable comment. 


Book Displays 


The “Spring Book Festival’ and “Book Week” were observed 
in the Adult Room by displays of new books and posters. The 
books were-allowed to circulate at the end of the week. 


Christmas 


At Christmas the Library was decorated with evergreens and 
in the glass case a winter scene was shown. A very beautiful 
manger scene made by Mrs. DeWitt was loaned to us by the 
Stoneham Woman’s Club. 


Children’s Room 


During the year the Children’s Librarian spoke at the School 
Councils and the Stoneham Woman’s Club. Classes with their 
teachers visited the Library. Books were loaned to all of the 
schools. 


Exhibitions 


Among the exhibits in 1942 were; soap carving, one hundred 
figures, loaned by the National Soap Sculpture Committee; farm 
Scene; circus, with original posters of clowns, loaned by William 
Filene Co.; a scene from the book, “Mr. Pink and His House on 
the Roof;” butterflies, loaned by Rev. Mr. van Leeuwen; Chinese 
doll, money, posters and many other articles loaned by Mrs. Oliver 
Morse of Stoneham. 


Spring Book Festival 


At the “Spring Book Festival’ seventy-five new books and 
original drawings from some of the books were shown. A scene 
in the glass case from the book “Make Way For The Ducklings” 
depicted eight baby ducks, with mother and father, in Boston 
Public Garden. 
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Summer Reading Project 


In “Win Your Wings Club”, with two hundred and twenty-five 
boys and girls, fifteen or more books were read and reported. 
Air routes were chosen and books were read about the different 
cities and states through which they passed. Boys and girls read- 
ing fifteen or more books won their “wings”. A pin was given, 
wings. ~ 

We had a Story Hour for six weeks, two periods each week. 


Book Week 


A short story contest was held. Nine books were given as 
prizes by the Library. Woman’s Club and East School also gave 
books. 

Mrs. Anne Molloy, author of “Coast Guard to Greenland,” 
spoke and brought with her many unique things from Greenland. 
Mrs. Doris Hauman, author and artist spoke also and brought 
original drawings and hand carved figures, some from books she 
had written and some from books she had illustrated. 

Two hundred new books were displayed with original draw- 
ings from ten of the new books. 

Mrs. Eleanor Blanchard of Stoneham told stories interestingly 
at the story hour for the first and second grade children. 


Christmas 


A large tree given by a Stoneham resident, a Nativity Scene, 
Christmas posters, a church model with choir and minister made © 
by fourth grade boys and girls of the Congregational Church and 
in the glass case Santa Claus’ workshop with his many toys, gave 
the Christmas spirit to the Children’s Room. f 

A fire-screen was given to the Library, which enables the 
Children’s Room to have the cheer of a fire in the fireplace on 
special occasions. r 


Staff 


Martha A. Jackson, Librarian; H. Elizabeth Symonds, Assist- 
ant Librarian; Bertha Houston in charge of Children’s Room ; Mar- 
garet Golding, Part Time Assistant, and Rozelle Graham, Junior 
Part Time Assitant. 


American Library Association Form of Statistics 
For the Year Ending December 31, 1942 


INANE OL EOLA Ya ye oie, Sir ded acl mri Stoneham Public Library 
TPOwnsand” Slate ters. n Le SIE Tae Stoneham, Massachusetts 
Nanienot: nibrarian i oA ok ee ae a ea Martha A. Jackson 
Date of Founding ................. wligededutes 2 Rvs dee Ramen ana ete 1859 
Population Served (U. S. Census 1940) ooo.....eccceccscccecessseececeses 10,765 
A SSECSSOO RY ali gtlon: arse tse hit Brees ae tec had Met aces ate $14,472,400 


Terms of use: Free to residents of Stoneham, teachers in the 
public schools. persons employed in town, or guests in the town. 


Number of days Library was open during the year ............ 302 
Number of volumes at beginning Of year .......cecccccsceesscceeeees 24,345 
Number of volumes added by purchase ...............cccccsscsscosctecess 1,008 
Number of volumes added by gift iw.0i 208. Ma a 158 
Number of volumes added by binding ..0..........ccccccsccssscccsessseseeee 2 
Circulation: per..capita tins wanes hee de iio ees Cae 11.82 
Number of new borrowers registered during year ................ 516 
Total number of borrowers registered .0........ccccccscccccesecccececscceees 7,132 
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Circulation Statistics 1942 


MUMRET ACE TCIUN chin ote cas Cangeatecedhnsseaeodockuvsedee mer eens 59,408 
URI MEATS LOULOL) oes. icccha vc cesuige te cubis fetaoonessaetscdteseseeeeel eee 12,701 
BEE LC MCL TOOT) 32 S22 22s cath gael ce 4c hg the tuced pion Sop ae ab pecebteousoneeeeeesiene 43,910 
MN NCTE LOU LON 5, ees (oa tia seeks padalicn adavgenye lease cep enakcdesk qunentanweiek 10,119 
ESOT SUEDE UB e nc tO EO ig Leds racdbancataacsseaeros gases eae gushes Ue ydgcate 72 
NM ee oe ee ca, Chic duse sco pea sone vaupkanadureoumclavaeaier Meal aueiercans 1,041 
RR eee 5a 5. van en ons aes cx cnoandpidelsos ghccdhandasoshs ebb paedkrpbaneladedees 19 
INE MEURE EMD LIOTR ELON I Son 6 socwc ta Scant czsccdcausths eo detrcsseauehavsctacadaseecebnt 127,270 


Respectfully submitted, 
MARTHA A. JACKSON, Librarian. 


Appropriations and Expenditures 


Appropriations 

I ET Ee Se goo Ce kes icacdsats'chuestovacnss dence odiveieasdensebusine $1,700.00 
Other Public Library Appropriations and Transfers .... 6,448.90 
are EO TETN LS 9 oo cose ys sns est osc dunsesnabeesdveseescxcessued sabuvedue 864.69 

$9,013.59 

Expenditures 

Salaries; Librarian and ASSIStants ...............ccccecsscccesssennsne $4,473.90 
Recs ae ctk sas ts oisasencsipeagherssgebdpecescodescdccvencasisvaans 900.00 
Tr eo ice Say Fl Vs - sania segsnendaeeseisinnsndecnsadnnecielinsvecede 373.50 
UR MUN eRe a Se Cth ck cds Sc ha sivcs pa capapeSbeancesepaccsccsgedavedeeecscecs 1,459.93 
NNR RM ee te NU seo suai oiocgh Lids andes spn} ssode\'sacanpacpeaccasnarettees 205.54 
a IE er Eee aiveaaha eke s uicp a acapo saa verscenecavtccestssevacdyvecss , 278.39 
MR en earths sie cg Sc Scents puadessscoiie sala ssdcackaqneceedanseeadabad 230.96 
MN RESET, Set E se faeg tcc a2) ap shdedes oa sb on yacdaes sys cberqucdcdusppecnestduss cues (acy pi 
eee Pea hs nok ch on poapcrswepanscleansvesvouaracvovescsecdvnecessich 143.80 
Miscellaneous Building Expenses ...................ccccsscccsseeeeeeneee 106.82 
I ae ante de Casto Goat 72. cess spdone cane dceknsegtcovsecessaanceeecoets 413.33 
NEE ee I fier e rer i hal Laces is cocesaonanecsowsssetiessbvye>seaasesunaveonsae 303.34 
ERE Fearn PR Sas ou Lovaas feo gaesW ans taucsayienaasisecccasaessseies 52.37 

$9,013.59 
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